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ABSTRTACT 

The article provides information on the role of agriculture in the economy of 

Uzbekistan. Examples are given with separate statistics on the huge share and 

importance of these sectors in the development of the economy. The article also 

discusses ways to overcome economic problems through the development of 

agriculture. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Uzbekistan is among the world’s leading cotton producers. It is known for its 

orchards and vineyards and is also important for raising Karakul sheep and 

silkworms. Uzbekistan’s mineral and oil and gas reserves are substantial. 

The country produces and exports a large volume of natural gas. The central 

bank issues the national currency, the sum. 

The country’s resources include metallic ores; in the Olmaliq (Almalyk) 

mining belt in the Kurama Range, copper, zinc, lead, tungsten, and molybdenum are 

extracted. Uzbekistan possesses substantial reserves of natural gas, oil, and coal. The 

country consumes large amounts of its natural gas, and gas pipelines link its cities 

and stretch from Bukhara to the Ural region in Russia as well. Surveys show 

petroleum resources in the Fergana Valley (including major reserves in 

the Namangan area), in the vicinity of Bukhara, and in other places. The modern 

extraction of coal began to gain importance, especially in the Angren fields, only 

during World War II. Hydroelectric dams on the Syr Darya, the Naryn, and 

the Chirchiq rivers help augment the country’s nuclear-, coal-, and petroleum-

powered generation of electricity. 

 

PROBLEMS WITH CURRENT METHODOLOGIES 

Centuries-old rumours of extensive gold deposits in 

Uzbekistan evidently arose from a basis in fact. Rich polymetallic 
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ores have been found in the Ohangaron (Akhangaran) field southeast of Tashkent. 

Miners there extract copper, some gold, lead, molybdenum, tungsten, and zinc. A 

plant for heat-leaching gold from low-grade ore was built in the mid-1990s by a 

subsidiary of the Newmont Mining Corporation in the Muruntau field in 

the Kyzylkum Desert of north-central Uzbekistan. It was intended to be a joint 

venture with the government, but Newmont Mining Corporation’s share 

was forfeited in a legal battle in 2007. 

Uzbekistan requires greater water resources. By the early 1980s the 

government considered the shortage of water desperate. Officials in Moscow and 

Tashkent developed a plan to divert substantial amounts of water out of the Irtysh 

River far to the north into a pumped system that would aid in watering parts of lower 

Russia, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan. The project was killed, however, before it 

began, leaving Uzbekistan with chronic water shortages. 

Ample sunlight, mild winters of short duration, fertile irrigated soil, and good 

pastures make Uzbekistan suitable for cattle raising and the cultivation of cotton. 

Irrigation has fallen into disfavour owing to the depletion of the great rivers, and the 

construction of new irrigation systems has been prohibited or curtailed. Already 

existing grand canals include the Great Fergana, Northern Fergana, Southern 

Fergana, and Tashkent. Several large artificial lakes and reservoirs have been created 

on the Zeravshan and other rivers. 

In addition to the high and stable cotton yield in this most northerly of the great 

cotton regions of the world, growers have raised silkworms systematically since the 

4th century. The silkworms are fed mulberry leaves from the many trees planted 

along streets and ditches. The Fergana Valley is especially noted for silk production. 

Varieties of melons, apricots, pomegranates, berries, apples, pears, cherries, and figs 

grow abundantly, as do vegetables such as carrots, cucumbers, onions, tomatoes, and 

greens. Uzbekistan’s grapes are made into wine or raisins or are eaten fresh. Fruits 

and vegetables are sold both in the bazaars of Tashkent, Samarkand, Fergana, and 

other localities and in trade with neighbouring states. Korean 

agriculturalists cultivate rice along the middle Syr Darya. Sheep are the principal 

livestock. 

Uzbekistan is the main producer of machinery and heavy equipment in Central 

Asia. The republic manufactures machines and equipment for cotton cultivation, 

harvesting, and processing and for use in the textile industry, 

irrigation, and road construction. This emphasis on making 

machinery also makes ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy 
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important. The first metallurgical plant began operation at Bekobod in 1946. 

Light industry includes tea-packing plants and factories for garment making. 

The leading exports from Uzbekistan consist largely of extracted natural resources or 

raw materials cotton, natural gas, oil, coal, silk, fruit, and Karakul pelts. Some fresh 

produce reaches Moscow and other northern markets. Manufactured goods such as 

machines, cement, textiles, and fertilizer are also exported. Uzbekistan’s largest 

sources of imports are China, Russia, South Korea, and Kazakhstan. Its main export 

destinations are Switzerland, China, Turkey, and Kazakhstan. 

The great obstacle to further development of markets for 

Uzbekistan’s copious truck gardening and fruit growing remains the antiquated 

means of distribution. Neither the surface nor air transport now available can 

efficiently or with adequate refrigeration handle the volume produced in Uzbekistan 

and needed by the Baltic states, Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine. 

Old railways connect the republic’s major urban centres with other Central Asian 

republics and extend to Moscow and Siberia. Uzbekistan never had a domestic airline 

of its own until after independence in 1991, when former Soviet Aeroflot airplanes 

and their pilots were chartered to fly rather infrequently from such cities as 

Samarkand and Tashkent to nearby cities. Air service now connects Tashkent with 

London, New York, and other international cities. 

Cotton is Uzbekistan's main cash crop, accounting for 17% of its exports in 

2006.
[1]

 With annual cotton production of about 1 million ton of fiber (4%-5% of 

world production) and exports of 700,000-800,000 tons (10% of world exports), 

Uzbekistan is the 6th largest producer and the 2nd largest exporter of cotton in the 

world.
[4]

 However, because of the risks associated with a one-crop economy as well 

as from considerations of food security for the population, Uzbekistan has been 

moving to diversify its production into cereals, while reducing cotton production. 

Thus, the area sown to cotton was reduced from 1.9 million hectares in 1990 to 1.4 

million hectares in 2006, while the area under cereals increased from 1.0 million to 

1.6 million hectares (in part at the expense of areas allocated to feed crops).
 
 Another 

cause behind moves to diversify may be environmental, because the large quantities 

of irrigation and fertilization needed to produce cotton have contributed to the drying 

up of the Aral Sea and to the severe pollution of the soil in the surrounding areas. 

The main cereals are wheat, barley, corn, and also rice, which is grown in intensively 

irrigated oases. Minor crops include sesame, onions, flax, 

and tobacco. Fresh fruits are mainly consumed domestically, 

while dried fruits are also exported. Uzbek melons, known for 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Bekabad
https://www.britannica.com/topic/fertilizer
https://www.britannica.com/place/China
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Korea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Turkey
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/copious
https://www.britannica.com/place/Baltic-states
https://www.britannica.com/place/Belarus
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ukraine
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-York-state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_Uzbekistan#cite_note-uznum-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_Uzbekistan#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cereals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hectare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irrigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aral_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sesame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobacco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melon


Academic Research in Educational Sciences Volume 3 | Special Issue 1 | 2022  

ISSN: 2181-1385 Cite-Factor: 0,89 | SIS: 1,12   

DOI: 10.24412/2181-1385-2022-01-18-22 SJIF: 5,7 | UIF: 6,1 
  

 

  

21 April 27-28, 2022 

https://t.me/ares_uz                                  Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal 

their long life and unique taste, are widely sought after in the large cities of the CIS. 

 

CONCLUSION 

As for conclusion the influence of agriculture has a great importance in 

economy of Uzbekistan. Pelts of the karakul sheep bred in Bukhara and its environs 

are a traditional export commodity, but their contribution to total exports today is 

negligible. The production of karakul pelts dropped from 1.4 million pieces in 1990 

to less than 700,000 pieces in 2004. Cattle, sheep, and chickens are raised for meat. 

There are 3 million cows in Uzbekistan, and they produce 5 million liters of milk per 

year. The achieved yields of around 1,600 kg of milk per cow per year are among the 

lowest in the CIS (compared to 2,500 kg per cow per year for Russia, Ukraine, and 

Moldova) and dismally low compared to those in the EU countries or North America. 

The low milk yields are attributable to insufficient feed and reluctance of peasants to 

use artificial insemination for breed improvement. 

Although silkworms and mulberry trees have existed in Uzbekistan since the 4th 

century and the country is known for its colorfully patterned silks, the silk industry 

continues to be statistically insignificant. 

Up to 1991, agriculture in Uzbekistan (then Uzbek SSR), as in all other Soviet 

republics, was organized in a dual system, in which large-scale collective and state 

farms coexisted in a symbiotic relationship with quasi-private individual farming on 

subsidiary household plots. The process of transition to a market economy that began 

in independent Uzbekistan after 1992 led to the creation of three types of farms: the 

traditional household plots were renamed farms  the large-scale collective and former 

state farms were reclassified agricultural production cooperatives or other corporate 

forms (joint-stock societies, limited liability companies, partnerships); and a new 

category of midsized peasant farms or “farmers” was introduced between the small 

dehkan farms and the large-scale shirkats. 

 As of 2006, "farmers" cultivate 75% of sown area, while dehkan farms 

cultivate 12.5% and various corporate farms control the remaining 12.5%. The 

situation is totally different with regard to livestock: 95% of cows is in dehkan farms, 

4% in peasant farms, and just 1% in corporate farms. Dehkan farms produce 62% of 

gross agricultural output, followed by 32% in peasant farms, and a mere 6% in 

corporate farms.  
 

REFERENCES 

1.  Uzbekistan in Numbers 2006, State Statistical Committee of 

the Republic of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, 2007 (in Russian). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Independent_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karakul_(sheep)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bukhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silkworms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mulberry_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbek_SSR
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Household_plot
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peasant_farm&action=edit&redlink=1


Academic Research in Educational Sciences Volume 3 | Special Issue 1 | 2022  

ISSN: 2181-1385 Cite-Factor: 0,89 | SIS: 1,12   

DOI: 10.24412/2181-1385-2022-01-18-22 SJIF: 5,7 | UIF: 6,1 
  

 

  

22 April 27-28, 2022 

https://t.me/ares_uz                                  Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal 

2.  Agriculture in Uzbekistan 2006, State Statistical Committee of Uzbekistan, 

Tashkent, 2007 (in Russian). 

3.  Uzbekistan production in 2018, by FAO 

4.  Cotton This Week, International Cotton Advisory Committee, February 

2005. Archived 2012-02-13 at the Wayback Machine 

5.  Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Uzbekistan 2004, State Statistical 

Committee, Tashkent, 2005 (in Russian). 

6.  "Agriculture in the Black Sea Region". Archived from the original on 2013-09-27. 

Retrieved 2013-09-24. 

7. Land Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 1998. 

"Uzbekistan - Agricultural Sectors". 

http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QC/
http://www.icac.org/cotton_info/publications/samples/weekly_estimates/8february05.pdf
http://www.icac.org/cotton_info/publications/samples/weekly_estimates/8february05.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20120213101011/http:/www.icac.org/cotton_info/publications/samples/weekly_estimates/8february05.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://web.archive.org/web/20130927153018/http:/bs-agro.com/index.php/news/other-countries/6715-uzbekistan-joins-cis-fta
http://bs-agro.com/index.php/news/other-countries/6715-uzbekistan-joins-cis-fta
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Uzbekistan-Agricultural-Sectors

